
M e e t i n g  N o t e s  
Basalt Public Arts Commission 
August 15, 2019 
 
In attendance: 
BPAC:  Guinevere Jones, Abby Gierke, Missy Hagan 
 
Guests:  Bear Matthews  
 
Staff:  Watkins Fulk-Gray 
 
Call to Order 
 
Discussion of granting guidelines 
 
Partial funding:  All members stated they are in favor of changing the granting policies to allow for 
partial funding.  Members expressed confidence that it would be possible to determine how much 
money it would take for a project to be viable if an application requests an apparently inflated figure.   
 
Voting procedure:  There was general agreement that the voting procedure could be improved.  The 
possibility of two-round voting, with the second round to discuss funding amounts, was proposed.  
Anonymous voting methods was also discussed.  Another idea proposed was meeting to review the 
applications and creating a list of questions or additional information to request of applicants, and 
then meeting again to make the decisions.  It would be necessary to meet more than once a month 
to institute this change.   
 
Reporting requirements:  Abby will look back at some typical reporting requirements that the Art 
Base has been required to do.  BPAC expressed an interest in seeing the drafts of the agreements 
with TACAW and Daniel Arroyos.  There was consensus that TACAW and Daniel Arroyos should 
market BPAC in any way possible during the concerts, on/in the magazine, and in publicity around it.   
 
Artist fees:  Consensus:  Yes, artists fees should be allowed in grant applications, but ridiculous ones 
won’t be funded.   
 
General operating funding versus project-specific funding:  BPAC is still in favor of allowing general 
operating funding, but would still like grant applicants to provide specifics on what would be funded.  
Abby suggested including in the application a checkbox for whether the request is project-specific or 
for general operating money.   
 
Arts Master Plan 
 
Watkins reported on research he has done on Breckenridge and Boulder, which both have 
recent arts master plans.  His notes are summarized in a handout he provided to BPAC.   
 
Missy suggested also looking at towns with similar budgets as Basalt’s.   
 



Other Updates 
 
Watkins informed BPAC that Town Council would like to allow the bronze fisherman to built 
in Midland Park.  He said that the artist could make mock-ups of different options for it, and 
that BPAC could review and make a recommendation of a preferred option.  BPAC 
expressed that they are not in favor of the bronze fisherman, out of concerns for the 
process of allowing the piece and for memorializing a suicide.  However, it was also noted 
that there is little contemporary public art in Basalt.   
 
Membership:  Watkins reported that he met with someone interested in joining BPAC 
named Javier.  Town Council wants to interview candidates in a smaller selection committee 
before being interviewed and approved by the full Council.  This will make it tough to have 
Javier as a member before the September meeting.  BPAC suggested inviting him as a 
member of the public to the next meeting.   
 
Next meeting:  September 12, 2019.  This date outside the usual first Thursday pattern was 
selected because of the availability of BPAC members.   
 
Steps to follow up:   

• Abby to find and send typical grant reporting requirements to Watkins.   
• Watkins to send information on Motio removal when it is available.   
• Continue work on the Arts Master Plan  


