
M e e t i n g  N o t e s  
Basalt Public Arts Commission 
January 9, 2019 
 
In attendance: 
BPAC:  Jeff Orsulak, Bear Matthews, Julia Novy, Guinevere Jones 
Staff:  Watkins Fulk-Gray 
 
1.  Call to Order 
2.  Approval of Minutes 

• The minutes from 12/6/18 were approved with no changes. 
3.  New Business 

• Recap of the 12/11 meeting with Town Council.  Jeff’s impression from the 
meeting was that Councilor Jenn Riffle expects BPAC to return for a separate 
funding request for the Motio project.   

• Worksession with TC:  Watkins informed BPAC that a worksession has been 
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 2/12 before the regular meeting.  The 
worksession will likely start no later than 5:00.  To facilitate the discussion, BPAC 
determined the following speaking/preparation assignments by topic: 

o Missy – Motio 3.0 
o Guinevere – Granting 
o Bear – Strategic Plan 
o Julia – Rotating sculpture idea 
o Jeff – as needed 

• Proposed granting program:  Watkins recommended to BPAC that they hold off 
on moving forward with the granting program until some progress is made on the 
strategic plan or until some other efforts are made to clarify the potential 
locations of public art, if public art were funded through grants.  Bear suggested 
separating funding for physical art from funding for arts organizations.   

• Strategic Plan:  Some elements of what the strategic plan could include are: 
o Discussion of purchases of art pieces 
o Merits of art competitions versus other formats for choosing art to display 
o Discussion of temporary versus permanent art displays 
o Summary and discussion of Town procurement policies 
o Artist-in-residence programs/housing for artists 
o Sculpture trails 

• Discretionary funding from Town Council:  In discussion about Town funding for 
local arts organizations, Watkins stated that some arts organizations had been 
funded small amounts as part of the Town’s yearly discretionary funding 
program.  Julia expressed disappointment that BPAC had not been consulted in 
this matter.   

• Motio 3.0:  Some possible locations for the Motio after all 5 pieces have been 
temporarily put together could be: 



o The River Park 
o The private parcel adjacent to the River Park 
o Arbaney Park 
o Linear Park 
o Somewhere downtown 
o Lucksinger Alley, if lifted above the ground 
o Alongside the Frying Pan River by Swinging Bridge 
o Above the 7-11 bridge 
o In front of the library 

• Jeff suggested getting a CAD drawing that could be manipulated in order to see 
how the piece would fit in these locations. 

• Meeting with POST:  Watkins suggested meeting with POST again to discuss 
possible locations for public art.  A tentative date of 2/27 at 4:00 was suggested.   

• In response to Councilor Bill Infante’s offer to help BPAC with its strategic 
planning, Jeff suggested he be invited to come to BPAC’s monthly meetings.   

• Other topics for the 2/12 worksession with TC:  BPAC members might spend a 
short amount of time chatting about public art trends or installations that have 
interested them, for discussion and informal advising purposes.   

• Watkins proposed language for a Facebook post to advertise new members that 
would be in English and Spanish.  BPAC approved.   

• Watkins shared the Town’s draft Strategic Plan, which mentions the importance 
of art to the community.   

• Annual Report:  The Annual Report is due on February 15, and Jeff will begin by 
making a framework for it. 

 
Next meeting:  February 7, 2019.   
Steps to follow up:   

• Jeff will work on an outline for the Annual Report that is due 2/15. 
• Jeff will work on an outline for the Strategic Plan effort and have a draft for members 

to review by 1/23.   
• Watkins will try to get a CAD file of the entire (5-piece) Motio sculpture from Wynne 

Buzzell so that a scalable object can be used to help determine the best location for 
it.   

• Watkins will compile a list of Town funding for local arts organizations in order to 
make the case to allowing granting to them.   

• Watkins will follow up separately with Julia to provide information on East Valley 
Road and Tempranillo potential art locations  

• Watkins will post to Facebook an advertisement seeking new members (in English 
and Spanish).   

• Watkins will correspond with Bill Infante.   


