
M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
Basalt Public Arts Commission 
February 13, 2020 
 
In attendance: 
BPAC:  Jeff Orsulak, Karyn Andrade, Abby Gierke, Summers Moore 
 
Absent: Guinevere Jones, Humberto Sandoval, Missy Hagen 

 
Guests: Colleen Fanning and Reggie Norman 
 
Staff:  Susan Philp and Watkins Fulk-Gray 
 
Call to Order   
Jeff called the meeting to order shortly after 6:00 pm. 
 
Art Master Plan 
Introductions around the table were made.   
 
Colleen and Reggie explained that they met with Connect One Design (C1D) earlier in the day to 
discuss the Bang the Table website and public outreach.  Colleen explained one method she has 
used during public outreach is to give people clickers and show images on a screen, which they can 
like or dislike with the clicker.  This could be incorporated into Bang the Table.  It was also noted 
that there is lots of usable information from the full Master Plan update process that is ongoing.   
 
Susan described how BPAC’s funding works, and that the main sources are the general fund, Sopris 
Meadows RETA, and a capital projects RETA.   
 
Jeff noted that good sculptures are not cheap, and probably not what Basalt could do best.  
However, they could do community-based works and temporary art.   
 
Colleen said that many cities are moving away from permanent artworks.  In response to a 
question, she asked if BPAC thinks the Arts Master Plan should be so detailed as to identifying the 
need for a selection committee with artwork acquisition.  Summers advocated for this.   
 
Jeff stated that one desire of BPAC and the Town is to draw creatives to live in Basalt.   
 
Colleen stated that in general, a good strategy is to start small with a project that can be a sure win.   
 
Jeff described an idea for BPAC:  look to do one site-specific project per year with an artist from 
farther away, while grants could focus on local artists and organizations.  There was general 
support for this.  Jeff said that Aspen’s arts focus is at a national or international level, while 
Carbondale focuses more on local artists.  Basalt could be the in-between.   
 



Abby suggested that BPAC and the Town should be trying to appeal and engage to Latinos and 
people who live in Basalt.   
 
In response to a question about the protocol for murals, Susan said that there is not really a process 
for them.  The problem is that they could be considered signs and subject to the sign code.   
 
Colleen recommended not working with the arts organization that was responsible for the bulls in 
Chicago.   
 
Summers suggested trying to stage a pop-up Meow Wolf at the former Clarks Market property.   
 
Jeff suggested that enough public outreach was done with the overall Master Plan.  Summers and 
Karyn agreed.   
 
Colleen said that funding sources will be a key part of the plan.   
 
Regarding the timeline of the Arts Master Plan, Jeff and Summers said that the main thing is to just 
get it right.   
 
Colleen noted that Crested Butte has a new economic study about the arts.  She said that arts 
personnel could be included in BPAC’s annual report.  Susan said that she is lobbying for a Town 
engineer position, which could support BPAC installations.   
 
Next meeting:  March 5, 2020  
 
Steps to follow up:   

• Watkins to try to set up Council subcommittee interviews with two or three Town Councilors 

for Jeanette and Liz Bell 

• Colleen and Reggie to finalize a proposed scope and send to Watkins and Susan.   


