
M e e t i n g  N o t e s  
Basalt Public Arts Commission 
June 6, 2019 
 
In attendance: 
BPAC:  Jeff Orsulak, Guinevere Jones, Bear Matthews, Abby Gierke, Missy Hagan 
Staff:  Watkins Fulk-Gray 
 
Call to Order 
 
New Business 

• Motio 2.0:  Watkins said there has been no communication with Demiurge about 
taking down the Motio pieces, and that the Town is waiting to be contacted by 
them.   

• Town policies on art donations 
 Watkins informed BPAC that the Town is creating a formalized policy for 

proposed donations of public art to the Town from residents.  Two 
options have been drafted.  In the preferred option, only monetary 
donations to restricted arts funds would be allowed, and how those funds 
are spent would be decided with BPAC during the budget cycle.  The 
alternative option would allow public art donations but with criteria and 
stipulations.   

 Abby noted that though BPAC is being asked to consider the policies on 
public art donations, benches and park furniture can be considered art 
too.   

 Jeff proposed that the Town adopt the preferred option, but allow for 
changes to this policy after and as a result of BPAC’s Arts Master Plan 
process.  He also proposed to allow people to work with BPAC to 
commission something, which could result in an art donation, but with 
BPAC’s involvement.  Missy, Guinevere, and Abby agreed. 

 Bear prefers the alternate option, because requiring monetary donations 
might disincentive public art donations, and he there to be more public art 
in Basalt.   

• East entrance sign to Basalt 
 Watkins informed BPAC that the Basalt Chamber Sign Committee is 

moving forward with a design from Nick Aceto for the east entrance to 
Basalt at the east intersection of Two Rivers Road and Highway 82.  Town 
Council has not seen this design yet, and they will need to approve it.  A 
space for public art was incorporated into the design.   

 Guinevere worried that the sign would be buried in snow in the winter.   
 Jeff described the proposed site for public art as one that can be looked at 

when people drive by, but not engaged with.  It works fine when there is 
no public art piece, which is good, since BPAC will not want to always have 



to fill it.  It would be good, but not essential, to have electricity for the 
public art space.   

 All members are OK with the proposed design.   
• Arts Master Plan 

 Jeff displayed a list of potential topics for the plan, which need to be 
researched.   

 Jeff suggested working with the Town’s consultants on the Town-wide 
Master Plan, to the extent that they can, on BPAC’s arts planning efforts.  
This should also involve seeing how BPAC’s master plan can fit into the 
Town’s Master Plan.   

 Missy and Jeff agreed to work on item 1.B.   
 Guinevere agreed to work on 1.A. 
 Abby and Bear will work on 1.C. 
 Watkins will work on item 2. 
 Guinevere asked if the Town could share the email addresses that have 

been collected in the Master Plan update process in order to survey 
people about BPAC’s master planning effort.  Watkins will investigate this 
possibility.   

Approval of minutes from April 4 and May 2.   
• Approved by a vote of 5-0 

 
 
Next meeting:  July 11, 2019.  This date outside the usual first Thursday pattern was selected 
because the first Thursday in July is July 4th.   
 
Steps to follow up:   

• Watkins will see if the Town can share emails collected in the Master Plan update 
process in order to survey people about BPAC’s master planning effort.   

• July 11th will hopefully involve reviewing and making decisions on grant proposals.  
Watkins will send these proposals out before the meeting.  Jeff asked if people can 
vote beforehand to simplify the discussion, and Watkins advised that it would be 
better not to, and that certainly no discussion could take place before the meeting.   

• Research assignments for the arts master plan:  
o Item 1.A – Guinevere 
o Item 1.B – Jeff and Missy 
o Item 1.C – Bear and Abby 
o Item 2 - Watkins 


